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27 January 2003

Leading researcher to work with Alberta businesses to develop better software
EDMONTON – Software plays an important part in everybody's lives, but the development of software is full of risks and surprises and needs to be improved, according to Dr Guenther Ruhe, who has been recruited to Alberta from Germany to build a world-class research program in software engineering decision support. 

Based on very promising research results of his team at University of Calgary, Dr Ruhe is seeking industry partners to collaborate on intelligent support for real-world software engineering problems facing small and medium-sized businesses in Alberta.

“What we are trying to do is provide support for the myriad of decisions that have to be made, by using high-powered computers to simulate the outcomes of different decisions, to study and experiment so better outcomes can be achieved,” he explains. “It’s crucial. We as a nation
 are becoming more and more dependent on software, yet the process of software development and evolution is still very flawed.”

Improving the quality of software requires the joint effort of researchers and practitioners. 

“There are so many decisions in the software engineering process, that no single project manager could possibly make them in an optimal way,” says Ruhe. “There are uncertainties, multiple factors to consider, timeline, budget, technical issues – all having impact on each other at once.” 

Dr Ruhe is a professor in the Informatics Circle of Research Excellence (iCORE) and Industrial Research Chair of software engineering at the University of Calgary. 

He is in Edmonton this week to give a lecture, “Intelligent Decisions for Better Software,” as part of the iCORE Distinguished Lecturer Series. The lecture is open to the public and multicast to five locations at once in Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge.

Wednesday, January 29, 4 – 5 pm

Telus Centre 134, University of Alberta
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Backgrounder attached. Interviews available. Contact: 

Mary Anne Moser, iCORE, (403) 949-3306, moser@icore.ca
Bronwen Strembiski, iCORE (780) 492-5016, ext 262, bronwen@netera.ca

Backgrounder

About Dr Guenther Ruhe 

Dr Guenther Ruhe interdisciplinary approach combines in-depth fundamental research with industry-relevant applied topics. He has comprehensive experience in collaborations with industry and has lead successful projects with companies like Bosch, Ericsson, DaimlerChrysler, Schlumberger and Siemens.

Dr Ruhe received a doctorate degree in Mathematics with emphasis on Operations Research from Freiberg University, Germany and a doctorate degree from both the Technical University of Leipzig and University of Kaiserslautern, Germany. He was a visiting professor at University of Bayreuth in 1991-92 and received an Alexander von Humboldt research fellowship at University of Kaiserslautern in 1992. In 1993, he was visiting scientist at the IBM Research Centre in Heidelberg. From 1996 until 2001 he was deputy director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Experimental Software Engineering, Germany. He now holds an Industrial Research Chair in Software Engineering at University of Calgary and is an iCORE Professor.

Dr Ruhe is a member of the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) Computer Society, the ACM (Association for Computing Machinery), the German Operations Research Society, the German Computer Society, and the International Academy of Information Science. He has over 100 journal and conference publications in computer science, software engineering, operations research, and related areas and has given over 120 presentations at conferences, workshops, and industrial seminars. He is an area editor for Software Engineering Decision-Making to the International Journal on Software Engineering and Knowledge Engineering and served as a reviewer for a variety of journals, conferences and commissions. 

About iCORE 

Alberta’s Informatics Circle of Research Excellence (iCORE) was established in October 1999 by the Government of Alberta to foster world-class university-based research that supports the ICT sector. Its mission is to attract and grow a critical mass of exceptional researchers in the field of informatics, that is, areas of computer science, electrical and computer engineering, physics, mathematics and other disciplines related to information and communications technology (ICT). iCORE invests in people – the highest caliber research scientists who work on fundamental and applied problems in informatics. Around these leaders, world-class research teams are developed.


For more information: www.icore.ca.
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A leading researcher in the area of software design and development will be at the Telus Centre, room 134 at the University of Alberta, Wednesday, January 29th, 2003 from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. Dr. Guenther Ruhe is a professor in the Informatics Circle of Research Excellence and Industrial Research Chair Software Engineering at the University of Calgary. 
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